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“For surely I know the plans I have for you,” 
says the LORD, "plans for your welfare and not 

for harm, to give you a future with hope.”   
(Jeremiah 29:11)

Dear <Prefix><Lastname>, 

The rain is heavy and sudden, dumping a whole month’s worth of 
rainfall in just 12 hours, whilst the savage winds are ripping apart 
buildings and uprooting trees. The desperation, fear and feeling of 
hopelessness among the people is intensifying as their simple make-shift 
homes and meagre belongings are being destroyed before their eyes. 

The deprived community of Sitio Ronggot in the Philippines experienced 
this tragedy in 2009 when typhoon ‘Ondoy’ ripped through the country as 
one of the largest and most damaging typhoons yet. The inundation lasted 
three long and terrifying months, destroying the homes and livelihood of 
countless families. 

Each year, this area is hit by as many as 20 typhoons and it is at 
constant risk year in, year out. The recent typhoon and flooding in 
Manila and its surrounding areas, including Sitio Ronggot, highlights 
the ongoing risk and danger these people face.

“At first the people were almost hopeless because they knew their 
houses were destroyed and their livestock were 
also destroyed. They were just so happy when they 
realised that representatives of the church were 
coming in to help.“

Those are the words of local missionary,  
Sister Maureen Cejas, who for the last five years 
has dedicated her life to reaching out to meet  
the physical and spiritual needs of her brothers 
and sisters in Sitio Ronggot. Being one of the 
first to reach the village after the typhoon,  
she was overwhelmed by the community’s sense  
of hopelessness.

Learning about the severe and vast devastation 
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of typhoon ‘Ondoy’ back in 2009, and the many 
lives and livelihoods which it destroyed across 
the Philippines, my heart instantly went out to 
these people who had lost everything. 

With Australians being so very aware of 
the severity of natural disasters in our own 
country each year, I am sure that you too 
share my concern for our Filipino brothers and 
sisters, particularly as they continue to face 
devastating typhoons this year. 

Even though Catholic Mission is not primarily 
an emergency aid fund, our missionaries, like 
Sister Maureen, were able to provide immediate 
spiritual, pastoral and practical care 
including food, clothing, emergency shelter 
and medicines to this community during the 
time of the crisis.

Sister Maureen also implemented a longer term support plan for 
the community including help to recuperate their livelihood, housing 
relocation and construction of a new multipurpose chapel, which in a 
beautiful way united the community. Most importantly, however, Sister 
Maureen shared the grace of a loving God with this community in a time 
of desperation and despair, helping them remember that God is always 
with them. 

<Prefix><Lastname>, this work has only been possible thanks to the 
generosity of our faithful supporters like you. It costs just $<ask1>for 
pastoral workers like Sister Maureen to reach out to communities in 
distress, helping them restore hope by offering  vital physical and 
spiritual support. We desperately need your help to raise $590,000 by 
the end of October to help further communities in distress this year who 
are waiting for assistance.

13 year old Jervin Aliling and his family were one of the many 
families who lost everything in the typhoon. Three years on, Jervin is 
still traumatised. The memories of the rising water which washed away 
their pig pen—their only means of livelihood and survival—and severely 
damaged their simple make-shift home, submerging it for several months, 
are still fresh in his mind.

With the land in Sitio Ronggot declared a constant danger zone by the 
government following the typhoon, Jervin and his family are one of the 
28 families who have been fortunate enough to relocate to safe, higher 
grounds in the new village of Canossa Galvaville, with a brand new home.

Each family who received a new home put in 1,000 hours of labour, 
called “sweat equity”, to build their new houses and the multipurpose 
chapel at the heart of the village, which is supported by people like 
you through Catholic Mission. It stands as a constant reminder that God 
is always among and amidst them; it is a place where the community can 
hold meetings, gather to support each other and celebrate and share 
their faith together. 

As Sister Maureen explains: “We are so thankful to Catholic Mission... 
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because now they have a place where they can remember how God has been so 
good to them. We now have a place where they can see that the hand of God 
is always with them. And they can feel that God is present in their lives.”

The Aliling family are incredibly grateful for the support of Sister 
Maureen and Catholic Mission—for they know that the crisis is far from 
over. Many families still do not have access to appropriate housing and 
live in constant fear of typhoons and flooding in the lakeside village as 
they wait. 

Jimmy, Marichu and their two young boys, Jemuel and Flores, are still 
on the waiting list. Jimmy, as part of the families’ contribution to 
the housing project, has already completed 477 hours of “sweat equity”, 
helping build the multipurpose chapel, new houses for other families and 
maintaining the areas shared by the community. 

Jimmy and Marichu’s dream to one day have a new house where they can 
feel safe, is sustained by their deep faith and the support and care of 
missionaries like Sister Maureen. If not for the Church, this family might 
struggle in confidence and perhaps their faith to rebuild their lives.

A couple of months ago, I had the unique opportunity to personally 
visit the villages of Sitio Ronggot and Canossa Galvaville in the 
Philippines. I was deeply touched by meeting Sister Maureen and seeing 
how she, with the support of people like you and me through Catholic 
Mission, has been able to  share grace and help so many families like 
Jervin’s and Jimmy’s restore their hope in life.

Talking to the people on the ground, I quickly saw how their deep 
faith and the support of Sister Maureen and the Church have helped  
them overcome many challenges during the time of crisis. Spoken of  
as ‘The Good Shepherd’ by the people whose life she has touched, this 
selfless missionary has gained the trust of her people by walking with 

them not only in good times, but more significantly  
in bad times.

Having been blessed to see this life changing work 
first hand, I would like to invite and encourage you 
to watch the short inspirational and powerful DVD 
“Restore Hope, Share Grace”, on www.catholicmission.
org.au/restorehopedvd, which shares the story 
of Sister Maureen and her community through 
inspirational pictures and music. 

The work of dedicated missionaries like Sister 
Maureen in the Philippines and around the world 
would not be possible without the assistance of 
Catholic Mission. You as supporters of Catholic 
Mission, are in a truly life giving partnership 
with these local people. 

Sister Maureen expressed her deep thanks and 
gratitude of Catholic Mission, asking me to 
pass on her message to our faithful supporters 
like you. As she said: “We would like to thank 
all the people around the globe for being one 

Jimmy and Marichu—still waiting for a new home.
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with us, for giving your helping hands, for touching our lives...we are 
one with the poor, enjoying the love of the same Father.”

<Prefix><Lastname>, I invite you to act in partnership with dedicated 
missionaries like Sister Maureen in the Philippines and around the world 
today. Your gift of $ask1, $ask2 or a very generous $ask4 will help them 
reach out to meet the physical and spiritual needs of communities in 
distress—restoring hope.  

They need you now!

Thank you for helping restore hope and share grace, 

Martin Teulan BA Dip Ed., MA Th. St. 
National Director

P.S. The enclosed drawing shows the size of Jervin’s new home which his 
family of 6 relocated to with the help of Catholic Mission. At only 20m2 
this simple Filipino dwelling is 11.7 times smaller than today’s average 
Australian home*.

Jervin’s new home, plus the support of Catholic Mission, has made an 
incredible difference to the stability and security of his family, 
demonstrating that every bit of support helps make a real difference.

*www.abs.gov.au

For more information, call 1800 257 296 or contact your local Diocesan Director,  
Ms Lana Turvey, in Sydney on (02) 9919 7800.

Every ye
ar our F

ilipino 
brothers

 and sis
ters  

are at r
isk of s

evere ty
phoons a

nd floodi
ng.  

In Decem
ber 2011

, tropic
al storm

 Washi l
eft 

more tha
n 1200 p

eople de
ad after

 it set 
off 

flash floo
ds that 

swept aw
ay entir

e villag
es  

in the s
outhern 

Philippi
nes. Thi

s year m
ore 

than 2.5
 million

 people 
have bee

n affecte
d  

by the r
ecent ty

phoon an
d floodin

g in Man
ila 

and its 
surround

ing area
s includ

ing Siti
o 

Ronggot,
 with ap

proximat
ely one 

hundred 

people d
ead. The

y need o
ur help 

now!

Filipino families—f
orced 

from their homes ag
ain this 

year by typhoons an
d floods.

Flooding 
Crisis 

UPDaTe 20
12


