ACF Bequest Acquisition Mailing April 2006

Letter to Long Term Supporters (unconfirmed bequestors) with Invitation 
<date>

<name>

<address>

Dear <name>,

As a long-time member of the Australian Conservation Foundation, and now as its President, I have come to know first-hand how profound a role ACF has played in protecting our great natural areas over the past 40 years.

I also know that great challenges lie ahead. From the potentially devastating impacts of climate change to managing precious water resources and preventing the extinction of animal and plant species. We also need to promote more sustainable lifestyles and protect the great natural and cultural heritage of Northern Australia. These are long-term challenges, and our response to them will determine the legacy that we leave future generations of Australians.

I want that legacy to be a living one. A legacy of wild places to wander. Of clean air to breathe. Of clear, flowing rivers. Of majestic ancient forests. Of diverse and abundant animals and plants. Of vibrant, sustainable cities.

To achieve this vision, ACF will need to continue its work as Australia’s most respected and influential environmental organisation for many years to come. And as it has for the past 40 years, ACF will continue to rely on people like you and me for the financial strength and clout to make it happen. 

This is why I have decided to leave a bequest to ACF in my Will. I want to make sure ACF continues its important work. I want it to be there for my grandchildren – as a voice that makes a difference, a voice for the species who can’t advocate for themselves, and as a voice for future generations of Australians. A voice that continues on long after I am gone.
I am writing to you today to ask you to also consider leaving a gift to ACF in your Will. You have known ACF for many years and your support is greatly valued. Now I ask you to consider making a truly exceptional gift - a bequest that will be your living legacy.

What you put in your Will is a private and personal decision. It can also be an inspiring one. After you have provided for family or friends, making a charitable bequest is a truly significant way to support a cause that is close to your heart and a powerful reflection of your values. When you leave a gift to ACF, no matter how large or small, you create a living legacy. You pass on a vision of a more sustainable Australia, and you help to ensure that our great natural heritage is preserved.
By making a bequest to ACF, you become part of the ACF Heritage community and will enjoy invitations to ACF Heritage functions and special conservation events. You will have regular opportunities to meet with myself, with ACF’s Executive Director Don Henry, and with others who have chosen to support our vision in this way.  

To assist your decision you may like to receive ACF’s Living Legacy brochure, or come to the information morning tea (your personal invitation is enclosed). At the morning tea you can hear more about our vision for a sustainable Australia and learn useful tips on writing and maintaining a Will (something we should all make sure is in order, regardless of our age).  

I encourage you to return the enclosed response slip, or, if we can assist you with any other information, please call John Free, ACF’s Bequests Coordinator, on 1800 332 510 (free call). 

I have decided to make a bequest to ACF because I want part of my legacy to be a healthy environment for all Australians and because I trust ACF to be at the forefront of these efforts for many years to come.  I would be very honoured for you to join me, and help make this our legacy. 
Yours sincerely,

Professor Ian Lowe

President, Australian Conservation Foundation
